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April 16, 2026 

 

Via Electronic Mail 
East Providence Waterfront District Commission 

145 Taunton Avenue 

East Providence, RI 02914 

Attn: Raymond Lavey, Chairman 

 

Re: Metacomet Development 
 

Dear Chairman Lavey and fellow members of the East Providence Waterfront District Commission:  

 

As you know, this firm represents Metacomet Property LLC (the “Developer”) in connection with the 

proposed development to be located at 500 Veterans Memorial Parkway, East Providence (the “Property”).   
 

Of late, there has been a fair amount of conjecture and misinformation in the community concerning the 

state of the project, and we wanted to take this opportunity to provide the Commission with a comprehensive 

update of where things stand and hopefully address certain concerns that we know have been raised since 

we appeared before you last. 
 

I. 

 

Concerning the archaeological work being done at the Property, the Developer, by and through its 

consultant the Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. (“PAL”), resumed their field work at the Property the 
last week of March.  As you know they have been doing field work off and on at the Property since 2024, 

during the appropriate seasons. The plan is to have one to two crews at the Property for the remainder of 

the study. We anticipate having the field work completed sometime in June. To date, and as confirmed by 

PAL, there has been no confirmation of human remains on site, and any messages or comments the City 

may have received suggesting otherwise are simply not accurate. If and when remains are confirmed on 

site, there is a statutory protocol that must be followed by both PAL and the Developer, and both parties 
have every intention of adhering to those requirements if necessary, and to the fullest extent applicable.    

 

We also understand that there are questions about whether representatives of the Native American tribes 

are required to be on site while this work takes place.  The requirement in the permit authorizing this work, 

issued by Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission contains the following 
requirements as it relates to the Narraganset Tribe: 

 

 1.  The RIHPHC will send a copy of the permit application to the Narragansett Tribe.  

 2. The project archaeologist shall seek the input of the Tribe in carrying out the work.  

 3. The project archaeologist shall inform the Tribe when the fieldwork will begin.  
4. The project archaeologist shall send copies of the draft and final report or management 

memo to the Tribe. 

5. The RIHPHC will notify the Tribe when the archaeological report or management memo 

is accepted and what further work (if any) the RIHPHC has required.   



Raymond Lavey,  
East Providence Waterfront Commission 

Page 2 of 3 

 

 

RIHPHC has confirmed that the Developer has satisfied those conditions which have applied up to this 

point in time, which is how and why this work has been allowed to take place on site.  Representatives of 

the Narragansett Tribe have previously been on site, and, of late, representatives of other Tribes have also 
inquired as to the status of the archaeological work being conducted. As recently as this week, 

representatives of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe were on-site to witness the work taking place.   

 

The Developer takes its obligations under the applicable review processes seriously and has engaged in 

good faith with all parties who have an interest in this site, including RIHPHC and the Narragansett Tribe.   

 
RIHPHC’s role in this process began with an application by the Developer to CRMC regarding stormwater. 
Last month, the Developer submitted a formal response to the Coastal Resources Management Council’s 

Preliminary Determination. The Developer aims to meet with the CRMC in the coming months to finalize 

the stormwater design. Thus far, other than the archaeological component, for which jurisdiction is vested 

in RIHPHC, the CRMC process has progressed no differently than for similar large-scale developments 
throughout Rhode Island. 

 

II. 

 

As it relates to the proposed environmental remediation at the Property, in accordance with the Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental Management’s (“RIDEM’s”) site investigation and remediation rules and 

regulations, the Developer, through its consultant Sage Environmental, Inc. (“Sage”) performed soil testing 

throughout the portion of the Property which is to be developed, and submitted a report to RIDEM. The 

testing confirmed three (3) precise locations on site where the presence of arsenic exceeded the applicable 

regulatory standard.  By way of comparison, Sage has observed higher arsenic levels at some active apple 

orchards, but in this instance since the site is being developed, these exceedances at Property must be 
remedied before construction can commence. These exceedances are likely the result of the Property’s 

history as a golf course and is typical of soils in Rhode Island generally, as  background studies conducted 

by RIDEM have documented a wide range of naturally occurring arsenic concentrations, some of which 

exceed the applicable standard.  The remediation plan proposed by Sage contemplated the blending of soil 

in the areas in which exceedances were identified, with clean fill. The blending proposal was approved by 
RIHPHC and will be monitored by PAL once it commences. 

 

As part of RIDEM’s standard process, that plan is out for public comment consistent with the attached 

notice, which was sent to abutters of the Property.  At the request of KMG, the comment period was 

extended for an additional ten (10) days, up to April 28, 2026 to allow the public further time within which 
to provide comments. DEM will not approve the Site Investigation Report until such time as the public 

comments are addressed to RIDEM’s satisfaction. Once the Site Investigation Report is approved, Sage, on 

behalf of the Developer will commence remediation activities for the identified areas necessary to address 

these elevated arsenic levels.   

 

We understand there have been questions raised concerning the public safety impact if any, attributable to 
these exceedances. RIDEM approved the investigatory and remediation plan with safety in mind. As some 

of you may know, PAL employees are wearing protective suiting during the course of their work on the 

property in order to avoid direct skin contact with the soil prior to the remediation having taken place.  

RIDEM’s abutters’ notice confirmed this approach, stating “..the risk associated with the contaminants of 

concern (COCs) is direct soil contact …” There is no hazard to the public as a result of these exceedances 
so long as one does not come into direct contact with the soil in the vicinity of the exceedances.   

 

III. 
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As members of the Waterfront Commission may recall, the proposed development was made possible in 

accordance with a Zone Change for the Property, which Zone Change was approved by the East Providence 

City Council in 2021.  The Zone Change contained twelve (12) conditions to its implementation, all of 

which are listed in Section IV of the Ordinance establishing the Metacomet Sub-District.  
 

We wanted to provide an update as to three of those conditions.  First, condition #6 required that the portion 

of the Property currently being utilized as Met Links be subject to a perpetual restriction restricting the 

construction of buildings located on that portion of the Property, other than buildings supporting the golf 

or green space use, as well as certain use restrictions.  We have submitted a draft of the use restriction to 

the City Solicitor for his review and comment, and once approved, it will be recorded at the parties’ earliest 
convenience.     

 

Second, condition #2 required the area marked as “B” on the map accompanying the Zone Change 

Ordinance was to be subdivided and conveyed to the City as a condition to approval of any development 

plans for the Property, and shall retain its current O1 “Open Space 1” zoning designation.  The subdivision 
of the area in question was approved in 2023, and we have begun conversations with the City Council, 

again, by and through the City Solicitor, regarding the timing for, and what conditions, if any, that the City 

may be looking to impose upon, this conveyance.  Once these conditions have been finalized and, if 

necessary, implemented, the Developer will convey that portion of the Property promptly thereafter.  We 

are not looking to re-trade, amend, modify or renegotiate any of those conditions and apologize if the delay 
in effectuating these processes has caused this Commission, the Council or the City any consternation in 

that regard. 

 

Finally, as it relates to condition #3, we wanted to let the Commission know that Met Links  opened for the 

2026 season the last week of March and attendance has been steadily increasing as the weather has 

improved. This amenity would not have come to fruition without the input and guidance from the 
Waterfront Commission, and we remain thankful and appreciative for all members’ efforts in that regard.  

 

IV. 

 

Chairman Lavey and members of the Commission, once the archaeological work is complete and PAL has 
finished its report, it is our intention to come before you in person so that we can present PAL’s findings in 

a coherent and comprehensive matter and answer any and all questions that you or members of the public 

may have regarding that aspect of the Project, as well as other aspects of the Development.  We understand 

that questions or concerns may arise that require attention prior to that time however, and we invite you as 

well as any interested member of the public to submit your questions in writing care of my office so we can 
provide the appropriate response.  By way of example, in response to the occasional inquiry in that regard, 

we can confirm that the Developer has a title policy for the Property insuring that it owns the Property free 

and clear without exception and we have no knowledge of any title defect or deficiency that interferes with 

or precludes ownership to all four corners of the Property.   

 

Many thanks to the City of East Providence for its continued support of the project and to the members of 
the public for their continued enjoyment of Met Links.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Joshua A. Berlinsky, Esq. 
Senior Partner 
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